News
by Hlancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/424535118

The Atlanta Constitution (Atlanta, Georgia) - Fri, Jan 22, 2016 - Page A1

Downloaded on Jun 6, 2020

ANTHONY HILL MURDER CASE

DEKALB COP INDICTED

Rare charge in Ga. police-involved shooting ‘a moment in history.

By Christian Boone
choone@ajc.com

For the first time in more
than five vears, a Georgia law
enforcement officer will be
prosecuted in the fatal shoot-
ing of a civilian.

After an eight-hour presen-
tation by prosecutors, a grand
jury on Thursday indicted
DeKalb County police Officer
Robert Olsen on charges in-
cluding felony murder, Dis-
trict Attorney Robert James
announced. Olsen shot and
killed Anthony Hill, naked
and unarmed at the time, out-
side a Chamblee apartment
complex in March 2015.

“This is a moment in histo-
ry,” said attorney Christopher
Chestnut, who represented
Hill's family. “Hopefully it will
set a precedent discouraging
paramilitary policing.”

Cheers and chanting erupt
ed among protesters who had
gathered outside the court-
house since Monday awaiting
the grand jury’s decision.

Olsen was formally
charged with two counts of
felony murder, one count
of aggravated assault, two
counts of violating his oath of
office and one count of mak-
ing a false statement, James
said Thursday night. James
said a warrant for Olsen’s ar-
rest had been issued.

In a statement, Qlsen’s at-
torney Don Samuel said the
prosecution failed to call
witnesses who had told the
police Hill was “attacking and

Hillcase continued on A10

Anthony Hill's family, including his mother, Carolyn Baylor-Giummo (center}, and his girlfriend, Bridget
Anderson (left), talk to the medla and supporters outslde the DeKalb courthouse Thursday. senGray /s

Officer Robert
Olsen (top
left) shot and
killed Anthony
Hill {(bottom
left), a naked
and unarmed
veteran,

Olsen was
charged with
felony mur-
der, aggra-
vated assault,
vielating his
oath of office
and making a
false state-
ment.

S

- & i
District Attorney Robert James reads the charges after a grand jury
Indicted Officer Robert Olsen In Anthony Hill's fatal shooting.
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Hill case

contirued from il

charging” at the officer,

“The defense, of
COURSE, Wi not permi-
ted to present any of the
wilnesses wiio were pires-
entat the scens, or any
expert wirnessas whn
wotlel testifly chat Officer
Olsen's reaction to the
threat of vialent "y
was reasonable,” Samuwel
said. “The def could
O CrOSS SXErine amy uf
the prosecution
esal the grand jury

Samuel is a prominent
Geargia defense attarney
whiose clients have in
cluded tnochall scars Ray
Lewis ad Ben Roethlis
berger and rapper T.LL

Olgen testified for 200
minutes Thursday, tak
ing advantage of a spe-
cial privilege, allowed
anly in Gentgia, that lers
allicers present their
case without cross-ex
amination,

E
wiELINE

I 2615, the AJC and
Channal 2 Action News
analyzid s years of
fazalpolice shectings
inGeorgia and found
thatno officar had ever
laced crirminal charges
in 184 fatal shootings.
onein six of those fazally
shal, inchading Anthory
Hill.wasunarmed, the
invesligation found. Log
onto myAJC.com toraad
the specialinvestigation
atirestigations,

myaje.conovertheling/.

“He was ned allowed
Lo answer any questions
fram the jurars (or me, or

the prosecutor) and was
wot allowed to inireduce
any evidence, even a di
agram, ar picture,” Sam-
wel said, “Grand juries,
in shart, are not really
fair fights. They are com-
pletely one-sided.”
Frageciors have ar-
gued the opposite is troe,
at least in cazes invalving
police,
Since 2000, Georgia
law enforcement olficers
have been invalved in 187
fatal shaorings, accord-
ing 1o a broad examina
rinn af polica shnotings
i the state by The Atlan-
ta Journal Constitution.
Olzen is just the second
officer o be indicted;
charges were dropped in
the ot
[t" unclear \.\t'al: Gl
sen told jurors this lime
arowrd. Last fall, ke told
acivil grand jury that he
believed Hill was high
on PCI ar hath salts and
posed a threar 1o his safe-
oy
The felany murder

charges against Olsen
atem Trom fwn separaie
felonies: aggravated as
sault and vialating his
oath as a certified Geor
gia peace officer. He is ac-
cnged of violating Dekalh
pn]iu. s use of force pol
iy and falsely elaiming,
to another officer, that
Hill physically assaule-
e him prios o the shoot

the laws of Georgia and
prasecute anyone who

vinlates them. This cose
i excention,”

cumstances !il.‘rmur.-dmg
the shoating dearth of An-
ey Hill wirranted fol
srder charge:
family was greet

s conguering heraes
h}'l 18 10K G
chan |n<r'

prnlesi-

outside in 1hc chilly rain,
S on ton afthe
world,™ Hill's givlfviend,
Bridget Anderson, told
the AJC. She said she was

confident an indictment
was fortheoming hecatise

it was such a blatane use
of excessive force.”

Her late boylriends
character alzn played a
role, she said.

“Everyone could see

1a @ood person he
Anderson said,
was an Air

eran of the war

in Atghanistan who was
diagnozed while in ihe
service with hipolar dis
order, his family has said.

“IF they saw it with
their heart, | knew thay'd
come (o the vight conclu-
sion,” Hill's mother, Car
alyn Gavler-Glinmme,
said in an exclusive inter
wiew with the AJC.

“Hopelully ithe indict
menth will at least send
amessage (a7 vod do
WTONgE you'Te going to be
held accountahle forit."

Her son’s shooting
raised questions from the
heginning. Olsen was dis-
patched to the Chamblee
Hedghits Apartments af-

ter a neighbor called 911
0 express concern alier
Hill had seripped naked,

a reaction to medication
he wag taking, Anderson

when he noticed rhe

r, Hill began run
ning towsard Dim, slowing
10 4 trol, wilnesses
wihen the officer ordered
hien v stop, Alter asec
onid command to seap,
Clgen shot Hill, who died
at the scene,

\‘mmuel said ha he-
client will be
exanerated.

"{'Iml er (lsen

s o clise

ERCERRIVE
force and has never pre
wviowsly discharged his
firearm i the line of du-
tu," ke stid.
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POLICE SHOOTINGS
Rare in Ga.:
Cop facing
murder trial

Indictment in DeKalb police
shooting case highly unusual,
but DA has a long slog ahead.

By Christian Boone
cboone@ajc.com
andBrad Schrade
brad.schrade@ajc.com

Two weeks earlier, community ac-
tivists in DeKalb County suspected
that their district attorney was more
interested in protecting bad cops than
in prosecuting them.

On Thursday night, as DA Robert
James announced the indictment of
a DeKalb police officer in the shoot-
ing death of a civilian, dozens of those
same activists were cheering the mere
mention of James’ name.

Not a bad start for an election year.

But whatever motivated James —
the approaching primary this spring,
community pressure, the pursuit
of justice or all three — he achieved
something last week that is more rare
than an earthquake in Georgia. The
murder charges against Robert Olsen,
a white officer who shot and killed
anaked and unarmed black man

Police continued on A4

IN-DEPTH COVERAGE

» Profiles take a closer look at the
shooting victim and the officer, AS

» Columnist Gracie Bonds Staples on
treating, not policing, mentally ill, B1
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the prosecution's case.
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Ruth’s Chris Steak House
620 Chastain Road. Kennesaw, GA 30144

Saturday, January 30th at 11:30 am « Free Parking

FREE ADMISSION & FREE
GOURMET MEAL
You will discover how many type Il diabetics have been
able to reverse their disease, reduce and eliminate drugs
(including insulin), lose weight without exercise, explode their
energy levels, and become non-diabetic In many Instances.

Please RSVP to 770-975-0585- Reservation Required
(Call to Reserve Your Seat 9am-5pm
Seating is extremely limited.
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AJCDIGGING DEEPER OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTING

Ex-cop’s defense tries to bar vet’s past

Former DeKalb officer’s
trial in veteran’s 2015
death starts Sept. 23.

By Bill Rankin
branking@ajc.com
and Christian Boone
choone@ajccom

Jurors in the upcoming murder
trial of former DeKalb County
police Officer Robert "Chip™ Olsen
should not be allowed 1o hear
testimony about shooting vic-
tim Anthony Mill's background,
such as his memtal illvess, attitude
toward police and military ser-
vice, a court motion filed Tues-
day said.

“Whether Hill was a church-go-
ing choir member or a mania-
«cal serfal killer is not relevant,”
Olsen's lawyers sald.

0lsen is scheduled to stand
trial Sept. 23 with the start of jury
selection. He faces two counts of
felony murder and other charges
involving the March 9, 2015, fatal
shooting of HII, who was naked,
unarmed and 27 years old.

Decatur attorney Bob Rubin,
wha has followed the Olsen case,
said the defense could prevail on
motions to limit what the state
can tell jurors about Hill's back-
ground.

“Whether he's a vet, whether

Olsen continued on B8

Ina 2018 pretrial hearing, ex-Dekalb police Officer
Robert Olsen argued he acted in self-defense. He
testified he feared Antheny Hill was going to attack
and serlously hanm hirm. STeve SEHAERR S HIR THEA T

), TIME LINE OF EVENTS {

March @, 2015:Dekalb
County police Officer
Robert=Chip™ Dlsen
shoats and kills Anthony
Hilk, an unarmed, mentally
ll Afghanistan war
veteran,

Jan. 21, 2016: 4 Dekalb
grand jury handsup
amurder ndictment
against Olsan for the fatal
shooting-

Aug. 14, 2018: A DeKalb judge refuses to
dismiss the indictment on grounds Olsen was
Justified inshooting Hillinself defensze.
Sapt. 23: Jury selaction in Qlsan's murder trial
is scheduled to begin.

Anthony Hill

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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Olsen

contirued from B1

he's mentally ill ... none of
that is relevant unless Olsen
knew about it,” Rubin said,

Hill, diagnosed with bipo-
lar disorder afrer he was
deployed in Afghanistan,
had stopped taking his med-
ication because it made his

swell and sometimes
lncked his jaw, On the day
of the shooting, the man-
ager of the Helghts at Cham:
blee Apartments called 911
after she saw 1ill behaving
strangely outside her office,

By the time Olsen arrived
on the scene, H was nude,
After Olsen stopped his
squad car, Hill started moy-
ing oward the officer from
across the parking lot. Some
withesses said he was run-
ning; others considered it
mare of a trot. Qlsen got out
of his car, pulled his hand-
gun, pointed it at 1] and
ordeted him to stop, wit:
nesses and Olsen said, Hill
continued until Olsen, just
a few feet away, fired two
shots, hitting him in the
chest and neck. Hill died a
the scene.

In o pretrial hearing last
year, Dzen argued that he
acted in self-defense. He tes-
tified that he feared Hill was
going to attack and seriously
harm him,

In interviews, Hill's loved
ones sald Hill supported the

Former Delalb County police Officer Robert Olsen (center) talks with his defense team during a break at his pretrial

Immunity hearing at Dekalb County Superlor Court in Decatur in May 2018, 5TEVE SCHAEFER / FOR THE AC

police. In high school, he
interned at his hometown
police department in Mon-
cks Corner, South Carolina.
And amid the furor follow-
ing the controversial police
shooting of Michae! Brown in
Ferguson, Missouri, Hill took
tosoci] media to defend law
enforcement.

Olsen's lawyers don't want
{umrs tor hear that, arguing

n their motion that pros-
ecutors should be prohib-
Ited from introducing testl-
mony akout HIs feelings
about police.

If this evidence is allowed
to be heard by the jury, it
will be unduly prejudicial to
Olsen, the defense motion

) SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PODCAST

The murder trial of former Dekalb police Officer Robert
“Chip"Olsen will be the fecus of the upeaming season af
The Atlanta Journal-Const tution's podcast “Breakdawn.”

Tha season willmark the seventh for the award-win-
ning podcast, which has chronicled some of the biggest
criminal cases in Georgla, Get a sneak peek of “Break-
dowrc Judgmaent Call"with the trailer, avallable now,

Den't missa single episode. Subscribe on Apple
Podcasts, Google Play, Stitcher, Spotify or anywhere you

listen to podcasts.

sald. The jury, it added,
should only be required to
focus on Hill's actions in the
time frame leading up to the
shooting and Olsen's obser-
vatlons.

HIll's background has no
relevance to Olsen’s "state
of mind, his perception of
the danger that he faced or
the reasonableness of his
response to the apparent

attack he was confronting,”
the motlon sald.

The motion is now before
Superior Court Judge LaTi-
sha Dear Jackson, who will
preside over the trial.

Do Samuel, Dlsen’s lead
defense attorney, declined
to comment Tuesday on
his court filing. The DeKalb
District Attorney's Office
also 10 comment,
spokeswoman Yvette Jones
said.

Rubin, who is mot involved
In the case, sald he doubts
the state's case would suffer
much if prohibited from delv-
ing intoe Hill's background.
Bt D Jackson's an
additional challenges filed

Tuesday will be much more
consequentlal, he sald.

Olsen’s lawyers are seck-
EFE to strike from evidence
a facet of the case that goes
to the heart of one of the
twio felony murder charges
against the former police
officer. The underlying fel-
ony in that murder count
alleges that Dlsen violated
his cath of office by not fol-
lowing the county 's use-of-
force policy when he shot
and killed the unarmed Hill.

Olsen’s attorneys say
evidence about the use-of
force policy and expert tes-
timomy about it should not
be allowed because Olsen
contends e acted In sell-de-
fense. It noted that Dekalb's
own pollcy is for depart-
ment use only and should
not apply in a criminal pro-
ceeding.

Under Delalb's policy, an
officer has a duty to retreat,
Rubin said. State law, when
self-defense is raised, does
mot require that.

*If the jury hears that
Dlsen had a duty to back
off and didn’t, that could
be huge,” Rubin said.

Itallleads 1o a larger ques-
tion hovering over Olsen’s
trial and any others in which
cops are accused of exces-
sive force.

"Should an officer be held
toa higher standard?™ Rubin
said. “Common sense says
yes, Legally, it creates a quan-
dary.”

Copyright © 2020 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News = pers™




News
by Hlancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/609296741

The Atlanta Constitution (Atlanta, Georgia) - Tue, Oct 15, 2019 - Page A1

Downloaded on Jun 6, 2020

AJC CONTINUING COVERAGE MURDER TRIAL

Robert “Chip" Olsen (left) and Carolyn Baylor Giummeo (upper right), the mother of Anthony Hill (lower

right), react as the verdict in Olsen’s murder case is read aloud by the jury foreman at the DeKalb County
Courthouse In Decatur on Monday. The jury found Qlsen not gullty of felony murder but reached guilty
verdicts on four lesser felony charges. FHOTOS BY ALYSSA POINTER / ALYSSAPOIN TEREAC.COM

Verdict in Olsen case
satisfies neither side

Ex-DeKalb cop not guilty of murder in Anthony Hill's
death but guilty of four lesser felony charges.

By Christian Boone
cboone@ajc.com
and Bill Rankin
brankin@ajc.com

It was a verdict that seemed to
please no one - including some
of the jurors who reached it.

Former DeKalb County police
officer Robert “Chip” Olsen wept
Monday upon hearing he had
been found not guilty on two fel-
any murder counts, eachcarrying
a sentence of life in prison. But
what started as tears of relief were
canceled out by the inconsolable
wailing of his wife, Kathy, as the

jury forewoman pronounced her
husband guilty on the four lesser
felony charges — two counts of
violation of oath of office, and one
count each of aggravated assault
and making false statements.

“No!No! No!” Kathy Olsen cried,
prompting a deputy to escort her
out of the courtroom. She could
still be heard sobbing outside.

For the family of Anthony Hill,
the Afghanistan War veteran killed
by Olsen on March 9, 2015, the
verdict was disappointing but
expected.

Olsen continuedon A6

) ouk rerorring

‘BREAKDOWN'
SEASONTARRIVES

The Robert Olsen murder
trialis the subject of the
new season of The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution's
award-winning podcast.
“Breakdown Season 7:
Judgment Call"will explore
the case in unparalleled
detail, beginning with the
dramatic DeKalb County
911 calland continuing
through to the verdict in the
murder trial. Subscribe on
Apple Podcasts, Google Play,
Stitcher, Spotify or anywhere
you listen to podcasts.
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continued fromAl

As the verdict was being read,
two jurors cried, They had delib-
erated for 27 hours over six days
and, according to one juror, the
discussions were often conten-
tious.

“There was only so much [
could do. [ was disturbed,” sald
Juror 31, the only African-Amer-
ican man on the jury. “At some
point in time, just hearing him
say selfdefense and hearlng peo-
ple In my {Jury} saying self-de-

will serve more time than (Guy-
ger), and she was found guilty
of murder."

Defalb District Attorney Sherry
Boston, who inherited the Olsen
case from her predecessor, Rob-
ert James, said she was grateful
Jurors “found accountability for
the death of Anthony HII b this
case s0 that we can have justice.”

Hoston disputed critics who
said the state overcharged Olsen.

“Certalnly we charged felony
murder because we believed in
felony murder,” she said. “My
team worked very hard to prove
to this jury that murder and fel-

fense was ... one of the hard- ony murder were the right out-
est things that any man of color comes. But | respect the fact that
could endure,” this jury deliberated very thought-

Juror 31, a forklift operator from fully and they came to the deci-
Lithonta, said he believed Olsen, sfon that they thought was best.”

57, shiould have been convicted of
murder but compromised when
fellow jurors agreed to conviet
on the lesser charges.

“A naked man doesn't pose a
threat to a trained cop,” he told
reporters. "When we call a cop,
we expect a cop to de-escalate
a situation, not turn to the most
deadliest arsenal on his belt. And
that’s where he went wrong,”

Those clreumstances led many
observers to predict an easy win
fior the prosecution. (Hsen said he
shot Hill, 26, out of fear for his
safety, though none of the eye-
witnesses who encountered Hill
in the momenis before the shoat-
g said they found him threaten-
Ing. The raclal componeit only
hardened opinions — Olsen is
white; Hill is black.

According to Juror 31, race
played a role in the seven-woman,
five-man panel’s decisions. The
jurors included five whites and
five blacks,

A majority of the Afrbcan Amer-
fcan jurors wanted Olsen con-
victed of murder, Juror 31 said.
In the end, they compromised.

Ome black woman juror broke
down, he said, when she realized
there would be no conviction on
the felony murder counts.

“1let her know that we can be
part of something that could make
a change, or we're not going to
be Turrr.g:f‘mmﬁhing rh.-ﬁnmaﬁhes
a change,” he said.

But just because Olsen spent
Monday night in his home doesn’t
mean he'll avoid prison. In fact,
he could serve up to 35 years if
DeKalbSuperior Court Judge LaTi-
sha Dear Jackson glves him the
maximum penalty on each of the
four guilty counts. She released
Cilsen on $80,000 bond, had him
firted with an ankle monitor and
imposed a 7 pom. curfew.

Robert Olsen s escorted out of the courtroom after belng found not gullty of felony murder on Monday.
Olsen could serve up to 35 years if DeKalb Superlor Court Judge LaTisha Dear Jackson glves himthe
maxlmum penalty on each of four other counts. She released Olsen on $80,000 bond, had him fitted with
an ankle monitor and imposeda 7 pm. curfew. Sentencing Is scheduled for Nov. 1.

Kathy Qlsen, wife of Robert Olsen, s consaled as
theverdict for her husband's trial is read on Monday.
She cried “Nel Nol Nel,” prompting adeputy to
escort her out of the courtreom, She could still be
heard sobbing outside.

Anthaory HIll Se., the M!Ml ofshcnllns wietlm
Anthony Hill, listens as the verdict Is read in front
of DeKalb County Superior Court Judge LaTisha
Dear lackson onMonday,

FHOTOS Y ALYSSA POINTER £ ATLANTA JCARNAL CONSTITWITION

According to Juror 31, race played arole in the seven-woman, five-
man panel’s decisions. The jurors included five whites and five blacks.
A majority of the African American jurors wanted Olsen convicted of
murder, Juror 31said. In the end, they compromised.

because U was pounding on
him, when everyone at the scene
said 1ill never touched Olsen.

“Once you lie, it's hard to
belleve anything else,” Juror 31
said. “That's what | was going
off — the lies and the Jies and the
lies. It helped me make my deci-
shon a lot more guickly.”

Dlsen, he said, was miscast as

need cops like that. We need cops
who will think from zero to one,
two, three, four, five. Not zero to
10. He went from zero to 10, and
he had plenty of time to de-esca-
lave the situation. And thats the
problem we have in America,"”
The question of police account-
ability loomed over the proceed-
ings. Two days before the Olsen

a white cop of manslaughter in
the 2018 shooting death of an
unarmed black man. The victim
was shot in the back eight times
as he ran from the officer.
Attomney Chris Stewart, who
has represented several fami-
lies of people shot and killed by
law enforcement, sald the Olsen
verdict shouldn't be viewed as

She acknowledged the diffi-
culty in prosecuting police offi-
cers. When Olsen was indicted in
January 2016 it had been at least
five years since a Georgia police
officer went on trial for E“‘.‘In)’
shooting a civilian.

“My team did a fabulous job
in outlining what we thought
Wds a case that made sense to
hold an officer accountable,” Bos-
ton sald. "And we are graveful in
Anding this officer gullty of four
counts, This jury did speak 1o
that accountability and did find
that he was responsible for the
death of Anthony HEDL"

Lead defense attorney Don
Samuel said he was “incredibly
relieved the jury acquitted Olsen
on murder charges.

“The jury it exactly right
on murder,” he said, “But we're
olwviously disappointed they con-
wvicted him on the other counts.”

The 20-day trial concluded
with Olsen being led from court
to post bond. Lead prosecutor
Pete Johnson had argued against
what he called preferential treat-
ment for the former cop,

“He is now a convicied felon,”
Johnson said. “You should put
handeuffs on this comvieted felon
and take him inm custody because
that’s where he belongs.”

“You want me to put handeuffs
on him?” Dear Jackson asked,
prompting Johnson to say he was
speaking metaphorically.

Samuel reminded the judge
that Olsen has been out on bond
for more than three years with-
ot isse,

Dear Jackson explained her
decision HI's family.

“I'm not saying that Anthony
Hill's death was in vain,” the judge
said. If Olsen had been convicted
of murder, she said, “we proba-
bly wouldn't be having this con-

Sentencing is scheduled for  a police officer. jury began deliberations, a Dal-  another blow to police account-  versation.”
MNow, 1. “Because he doesn't knowhow  las, Texas, jury sentenced Amber  ability, She then told Clsen not to read
Juror 31sald he believes Olsen  tode-escalate asivuationlike that,  Guyger to 10 years In prison for Dear Jackson's sentence willult:  anything into her decision to let

deserves significant prison rime.
The turning point for him: Off-
cer Lyn Anderson’s testimony
that Olsen told him he shot 1l

cops like him don't need to be
out on the sireet,” the juror said.
“Cops that are ready to go from
zero o 10 very quickly? We don't

fatally shooting her black neigh-
bor in his apartment,

Four days later, a jury in Cam-
den County, Georgia, acquitted

mately determine that, he sald,

T don't really care about the
charge, | care about the time,"
Stewart said. “Potentially (Olsen)

him remain free until Now, 1,
D't think you won’t be receiv-
ing any jail or prison time, the

Judge said.
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THIS WEEK’'S TOPIC: MURDER TRIAL

Robert “Chip” Olsen s led out Monday after histrial at DeKalb County Courthouse in Decatur, Jurors found him not guilty of felony
murder but gullty of violating oath of office, aggravated assault and false statements. PHoTOS BY ALYSSA POINTER/ ALYSSA POINTER@AIC COM

Inside Olsen jury’s
fraught deliberations

Verdict in DeKalb trial shows yet again the difficulty in prosecuting
police officers for murder for killing a civilian in the line of duty.

ByChristianBoone | cboone@ajc.com Caralyn
andBillRankin | brankin@ajc.com Baylor
Glummo,
Soon after retiring to deliberate, the jurors in the mother of the
Robert “Chip” Olsen trial took a vote on the two slain Anthony
felony murder counts against the former DeKalb HIll, reacts
County police officer. Monday to
It was 9 to 3 in favor of conviction. That would the verdict
prove to be the closest the seven women and five Inex-DeKalb
men came to finding Olsen guilty County
on the most serious charges against police Officer
him, the ones that carry alife sen- Robert
tence in prison. Olsen's trialin
‘The verdict in the trial - not guilty Decatur.
of felony murder but guilty of four
lesser counts — demonstrated yet
Anthony Hill again the difficulty in prosecuting KathyQlsen,
cops for murder for killing a civil- wifeof Robert
ian in the line of duty. In Georgia, Olsen, is
there’s been anly one guilty verdict in at least 14 consoledas
years, when data on the topic first started being Monday’s
collected. The officer convicted, former East Point verdictisread
police Sgt. Marcus Eberhart, used a Taser. Infrontef
Many figured the Olsen case would change the DeKalb County
narrative. Anthony Hill, a 26-year-old Afghanistan Superior
War veteran, was naked and off his meds when he Court Judge
was shot dead in broad daylight. Olsen, 57, pulled LaTisha Dear
his gun because, he said, he feared for his safety. Jacksonatthe
DeKalb County
Courthouse.

Olsen continued onBS
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‘Irealized both sides were unhappy with the verdict, and I view that
as a sign we did pretty well, frankly.’

Forewoman of the jury

‘Every single person was completely engaged’

Olsen
[Re——

But no one else who encountered Hil
sidthey flttheatened
n the thraes of a mental
health cri
And me (.'ml\wk place in Dekalb,
st progressive coun-
tles. IFa palice officer were ever golg
10 be comctedof murder, K woLidbe
., the thinking weit,
Griminal defense anarney Keith
s, who has been trying cases
in Dekalb for years, said e believed
headingito the i Ol o
at least one of the

s Y mur 3
“This Is a big victo the
defense),” Adams said. “Anytime you

wall away from a potential [ife sen-
tence, you've got to feel good."

'Bmh sides were unhappy’
haw!ned’whydldmne of
e forors change the
T merias e s ecribed
howihey: ought com:
27 hours of deliberations
six days, They asked

stretching ov

that their names
for the decision in th

high p..;r e trial.

Hil,

and five whites Hong i ane dslen
and one Hispanic.

versity professor who s white, spoke
10 The Atlanta Journal-Constiution in

scene. ified that when
he asked Dlsen what happened, Olsen
said a rapidly advancing 1l “started

P
fatal shats.

sesulted i the death ofahuman being:

An appropriate sentence
In Georgia, jurors are not told what
‘penalties accompany their guilty ver.
dicis. IP'sa custom many lawyers say
should be abolished.
“Where else in ife would:
£02 deal without knowing the conse-
quences?” Rubin as
e forewoman told the AJC
Jurors knew that if they found Olsen
ully of st one of e Felon
ler counts, he would spend the rest
R et
“To me, honestly, a ife sentence for
i

— and the 10-year prison sentence
recently imposed against former Dal
Tas cop Amber Guyger
sertence rigered rovessout:

side the courtroom, withm
sts deriding it as to0 Jenient. Guyger,
rholawhite, midshe Shoher g
Botham Jean, after
T s s T et G aprt
‘ment and believing he was a burgiar
Jean was black.

Olsen may end up with a sifer setr
fence, even without murder conviction,

lice accountability on trial
‘Though many viewed the Olsen
il as something of a referendum an

‘was split along racial lines. But the lone

or 3|~ had a diferent view.
said “hearing people in

g bl

Bacsien: thiogs tht any o color

Sull the foreworsa said she was

Wil never even touched Olsen. He
conflrmed as much one week after

atth
mh«kmwmn wecan be part of

“This was not an easy case,”hesaid.
-

g
agents. Olsenalso told them no officer
who arrived at the scene asked him
what had just transpired.

or w V!ume—
thing that makes a change,” he said.

e Tareoman sui she never
hought 3 canimeus verdee

tspeak the
i A v ey ke
dded. "They compromisejust endit.”

‘he forewoman defended he ver

: 3 3 murder P . saying it represented the best
i mhappy e lied,” the f id. “That's i ymind  solionthey ool ind

E s | s that enie group where mine people — “And | fee ke the people on the

‘The jury also fairly quickly found  had said guilty all would go ta not  jury — every single person was com-

we did presty well, frankly,"she said.
Olsen il fues the possbley of

Olsen guiliy of two other charges: vio-

for making that

guilty,” she said. I thought that was
e 100 much, personally.”

pletely engaged ... there were no v
atna/ T was o pevple £yingto dad

victed on wo Counts of iolatlon ol fals Satement (0 AReTsOM,andviD: ADG, it e 0id,the orewormian  tcome ot (13 way tht mace It feel
cath of said, absolute una-  right to ther
hellbesen- T iy, o mconstscther caes .
ced on Nov. | by dentin shewtoiean il probably natced there were inf pole temalng obe scen
Court)s Fulty  some people cyingat 1 County, three depus

lier
on :mlhl g0 along way i deter

dec

of caunts 4, 5and 6.

ing to three ko
. she said,

mmnm harged with murder.
s Burlear

" i
ere’s some solace he was con-
icted of something,” Adams said.

“fut this s ust anather reminder b

3, aggravated assault. Around this
a male juror who did not believe
Olsen was gullty of murder threar-

‘From 2015 to 2018, according o2

jashington 5
cers on duty killed nearly +000 peo-

ned to revers
all counts [ there wasa chance Olsen
woul d guiley.

forewoman sald when Jurors
tetutned to deliberate on Manday,

ko
“becaise they did not want to vote
not guilty so badly it was just break-
ing their hearts — 1o have to vote not
suihy for murder.”

I the end, “what we did, we voted
in a way that would assure punish-
ment,” the forewoman said

Bob Rubin, a Decatur eriminat

i died ater being shocked repeatedly

‘with a Taser. The three white deputies

aimselfdefene, andajudge wil e

Oct. 31 whether to grant them immu-

. T thg e
.

Former Atlanta police Officer James
urns” murder trial alsoawalts. Burns

ple. Of those, only 50 officers were ddy atiy el expectsd  defense anorme, s shot a man fleeis ,
orimaly charped, That ssbout135%,  dlscussions iyetresch 0 nlw, cussing the tial with ot o, TRGeAths v tiag 10 iy i
i Then, sudcenly, elieved Olsen was over. m video tness

with convictions. there was some movement. accounts contradicted Burns' claim

volun-  that he acted in self defense
‘These little lies’ Jurar3l i Rubin qm

inthe jury room, s atar home, said he mary  Fulton County District Attorney Paul
consensus that Olsen agreed o voe ot Ruilty o the mur-  manskaughter is uur-meu o Hme umam on whether to charge Geor-

a false statement to Lyn Ander-
the

der counts.
guilty of i

i 10 intention o

Beck with
e o the deathof eout Schultr,
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Bill Torpy
Only InThea AJC

For weeks, a of pro-
testers smuduug;lj':gepthep
DeRall County covirtholse
demanding “justce” for
Anthony Hill.

When carefully rendered justice

Hill was the 26-year-nld
Afghanistan War veteran shot
to death tn 2015 in an apart-
ment parking lot by a DeKalb
cop. Hill was naked, unarmed
and suffering a mental meli-
down when he was killed, and
the case was seen as a wuch-
stnne regarding how police
shootings should be handled in
the justice system.

That the officer was white
and Hill black cranked up the
case profile even more,

The district attorney’s office
tried the then ex-cop, Hobert
“Chip™ Olsen, on felony murder

Anthony
Hin Qlsen

Robert “Chip®

charges. But such charges are

a tough sell, as jurors are refuc-

tant to Impose the most severe
criminal penalty on

kil efvillans in the line of duty
- although nine of the Olsen
jurors wanted to do just that.

(lsen said he felt the
approaching naked man was
golng to harm him.

The racially mixed jury wres-
tled with the issue and ulti-
mately returned a compro-
milse verdict that found Olsen
niot guilty of murder, bur guilty
on charges — including aggra-
vated assault - that could have
lamwded the 57-vear-ald behind
hars for 30 years,

Lil's family, leaders from the
NAACP and many other activ
ists wanted the max, It would
send a message, they sald. I
would make cops think twice

still just feels unjust to all involved

about shooting unarmed hlack
men in the future,

When It came time for the
semencing last week, Delalb
prosecutor Pete Johnson, a
no-compromise kind of guy,
tried to bring the protests
Inside the courtroom,

“We are nat unaware what
the community has sald,” John
son told the judge. *The com-
munity Is asking for the maxi-
mum. "

Johnson, who is the equiva-
lent of a heat-seeking missile

Torpycontimed on BT
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Torpy

continued from B1

In the courtroom, wanted
to oblige the wishes of the
"enmmunity.” Or at least
use those outeries as a
tool,

He asked those in the
packed courtroom who
were there for Anthony
LI eor stand. Most people
It the spectators seetlon
did. Almost all of them
were hlack.

Later, as he came to a
close, Johnson got rolling:
*This has torn the com-
munity. We need to deter
other officers here. If a
sentence is not appropri-
ate, what message do we
send?”

e answered himself,
"It says it's not a big deal.
There has to be some
accountabllity here,"

The judge's duty, John-
son said, was to "restore
the faith in this Palice
Department in the com-
munity.”

My notes have him
uslng the word “commu-
nity™ 10 tmes, although 1
probably missed a few.

The prosecutor, who
wanted a 25-year prison
sentence, saved a chal-
lenge to the judge for last:

“Whether you like it or
not, you're the conscience
of this community."

I said "challenge," but
Johnson’s oratory seemed
o lean toward intimida-
tion. It was like he was
rrying to bully the rookie
judge, a voung for a
judge) black woman, into
believing she would some-
how be out of step with
“the community™ if she
declined to sentence the
ex-cap to the max.

Judges, after all, are
elected officials.

DeKalb Superior Court
Judge La'Tisha Dear Jack:
somn, who was elected last
year and has been on the
bench for months, showed
the neutrality and wisdom
of a veteran jurist during
the sometimes conten-
tinus trial,

When it was finally her
turn to speak, Dear Jack-
son turned to empathy
— for the victim's family,
whio had waited four and
a half years for this day,
and for Olsen, whio sat sto-
Ically during the entire
proceeding,

First, she spoke 10
Hill's parents, saying they
showed fortitude and
strength, She noted that
the young man’s mother,
Carolyn Giummu, dis-

DeKalb County prosecutor Pete Johnson insisted
that the court shouldlisten to the “community” whan
deciding the punishment for the ex-cop wha killed
Amthomy Hill. B0B AKDRES ¢ ROBERT &NDRES (W10 DOM

played compassion for
the Olsen family, which
s something that is to be
destred by everyone,”
Then she sald, "Mr.
Olsen, [ watched you
through the whaole trial.
And what I can say is
many thought vou were
stolc and void of emo-
thoa. 1 think 1 will take
something that your sis-
ter sald that you're lke an
egg with a hard shell and
a s0ft side. Because from
the time opening state-
ments started | saw the

tears that you had.”
The judge said she has
family members in law
enforcement and those
who are war veterans,
Such veterans, she said,
“sometimes come back
different than when th
left. And [ understand

She noted that prosecu-
tors offered Olsen a plea
deal before the trial, one
that would have given him
15 years in prison. But,
she added, “A jury of your
peers, people of this com-

munity, found you guilty
of something less than
murder. And that's what |
have before me."

S0 she gave him 12 years
10 Serve,

1 spole with Dear Jack-
son this week. She was
the fourth Delalb judge
assigned to this case —
three others had tossed
aside this hot potato
and recused themselves.
Before the trial, she told
all the partles that she
had gone up against pros-
eautor Johnson in court
as a private attorney and
that District Attorney
Sherry Boston had been
her bridesmaid. (This was
before they were in thelr
current jobs.) Both prose-
cutors and defense attor-
neys agreed the judge
could be fair.

A lawyer of 18 years,
Dear Jackson sald she used
to work as a part-time
municipal judge in Stomne
Mountain, where “small-
town politics™ some-
times prevails, There, she
learned to “make rulings
based on what's inside the
COUrLroom, not auside,”

1t's a lesson she brought
to the Big Time, where TV
cameras recorded every
utterance and national
news audiences watched

an Important case.
Sure, she noticed the

cameras, “But you always
have a lot of eyes on you”™
as a judge, she said.

[ asked Dear Jackson
If she felt any attempt at
Imimidation with the pros-
ecutor’s constant talk of
“the commumity” and that
she was fts conscience who
needed to send a message.

(Before she answers, let
trve podiit out that If thete
Is any consclence In this
process, it would be the 12
citizens drafted into civic
duty - the jury.)

“I'm not the conscience
of the community, " the
Judge said. “First, you
st decide, what com-
munity are you talking
about. (5 it the police
community? The African
American community?
The veterans' comowinity?

“If it is that, then it is
vt absout the law,” Dear
Jackson said. "I'm not
fgnorant or blind. But you
have to be DDCIE‘L%UE[‘IL;.I.:Ind
follow the law."™

In the end, she spiit
the baby and neither side
was happy. In a wrench-
Ing, emotional struggle
like this, if both sides are
unhappy then it's often
the case that you've made
the right call.
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