‘Jane Doe’ hunt spreads to Europe

By WAYNE MELTON

Washoe County sheriff’s detectives are asking
police throughout Europe for help in identifying an
unknown woman found slain July 17 on Mount Rose.

Capt. Bill Mathews, head of the detective division,
said a local forensic dentist ‘“gave some indication
her dental work may have been done outside this
country.”

The captain emphasized it “‘only is a possibility”’
the woman could have been abroad, but that her den-
tal work was done in a method frequently used in
other European countries.

‘‘She could have had it done in Europe, or at least
by someone who was trained there,” Mathews said.
“We have gone to the State Department and asked
them to disseminate the information to their offices
across Europe.”

He said police throughout Canada also have been
asked to join the probe because similar dental work
often is done in that country.

The woman, who police call Jane Doe, had been
shot in the back of the head in what investigators say

might have been an ‘“execution style” slaying.
Hikers found the body in an isolated area of Sheep
Flat on the Lake Tahoe side of the summit.

Sheriff’s deputies described her as about 5 feet 5
inches tall and 112 pounds, with brown eyes and her
brown hair worn in a bun. She was wearing a powder
blue sleeveless T-shirt, blue jeans, white tennis shoes
and a one-piece, laced swim suit.

Detectives said they have been unable to find clues
that could lead to the victim’s identity. Deputies say
they will have difficulty identifying the killer or kill-
ers until they learn her name.

An investigator said every law enforcement agency
in the United States has been contacted without suc-
cess in the investigation.

‘“We have probably examined 40 to 50 sets of finger-
prints or dental charts from across the country,”
Mathews said. ‘‘These came from areas with missing
women of a similar description.”
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Homicide investigators ask
for help in identifying woman .

By PHIL BARBER

Investigators today asked
the public’s help in identify-
ing a young woman who was
found fatally shot in the back
of the head on Mount Rose
Saturday.

“We have no idea who she
is,” said Bill Mathews, com-
mander of the Washoe Sher-
iff’s Department’s detective
division.

He said some hikers found
the body several hundred
yards off the Mount Rose
highway in the area of Sheep

if

Flat near the highway’s sum-
mit. An autopsy disclosed the
cause of death. Mathews said
it’s estimated she was killed
Friday night or early Satur-
day morning.

He has asked Northern
Nevada casinos and police in
the western United States if
anyone of her description is
missing — although, Mathews
said, there is no reason to
believe she worked in a
casino.

He described her as in her
mid-20s to mid-s, = feet 5
inches tall, weighing 119

pounds, with brown or hazel
eyes and brown hair worn in
a bun. He said she had an
abdominal scar, had given
birth at least once and had a
vaccination scar on her upper
left arm.

She was wearing a powder
blue sleeveless T-shirt, blue
jeans, white tennis shoes and
a one-piece, laced swim suit.

Anyone with information
that might lead to her identi-
fication or killer should call
the Sheriff’s Department at
785-4652, Mathews said.

»
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UNIDENTIFIED WOMAN
Police ask for help

1 I

UID-NV #UP8427 - Mary Edith Silvani - Sheep Flats Jane
Doe, 17 Jul 1982




No answers in woman’s death

Detectives still are attempting to learn the iden-
tity of a woman'’s body found fatally shot in the
back of the head nearly three weeks ago on Mount

“We have run down from 30 to 35 leads, but all
have proven negative,” said Capt. Bill Mathews,
head of the Washoe sheriff’s detective division.

Hikers found the victim July 17 in an isolated
area of Sheep Flat on the Lake Tahoe side of the
summit.

“I'm just inclined to believe at this point that
perhaps she’s from out of this area,”” Mathews
said, adding several police agencies throughout the
West have been notified of the probe.

The cﬂ)tain said the Secret Witness program has
indicated it may soon offer a minimum reward of
$500 for information leading to the victim’s iden-
tity.

The victim was described as in her mid 20s to
mid 30s, 5 feet 5 inches tall, 112 pounds, with brown
or hazel eyes and brown hair worn in a bun.
Mathews said she had an abdominal scar, had
given birth at least once and had a vaccination scar
on her upper left arm.
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Graveside service planned for Jane Doe

A graveside memorial service will be held Monday
for Jane Doe, an unidentified woman found slain July
17 on Mount Rose.

Bishop Ben Sutton of the Universal Life Church of
God said he organized the 10 a.m. service after read-
ing the woman had been buried earlier this month
without a funeral.

Washoe County sheriff’s detectives say they have
no clues to the woman’s identity or who the killer
was. Hikers discovered the victim after she had been
shot in the back of her head.

Sutton said he ““‘was very, very mad’’ because the
woman had been buried without a service, so he
wrote a letter to the editor that was published in the
Sunday Reno Gazette-Journal.

“I got all kinds of calls from the public’’ because of

the letter, Sutton said. ‘“‘Several ministers in town
and other concerned citizens felt the same way.”

The reverend said he then decided to go ahead and
arrange the service at Our Mother of Sorrows Ceme-
tery in cooperation with the Reno Unity Center. The
church official said he expects at least three dozen
people to attend, even though none knew the victim.

“It would be nice if we could have flowers at the
gravesite — you know, if anybody wants to donate,”’
Sutton said.

Lynne lacono, organizer of the Reno chapter of a
group that helps relatives of slaying victims, said she
will attend. She said other local families of murder
victims also may be present.

Sutton said that if there is inclement weather the
services will be held indoors at the cemetery.
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Psychic’s tipé
haven’t led to
Jane Doe’s killer

By WAYNE MELTON

Statements by a nationally known psychic from
New Jersey have not helped Washoe County sheriff's
detectives in their investigation into the death of an
unidentified woman found last summer on Mount
Rose, police said.

““So far, none of it appears helpful to the case,”
said Capt. Bill Mathews, head of the sheriff's detec-
tive division.

But 57-year-old Dorothy Allison still says her
“‘visions” are good and that she is determined to help
catch the killer.

“I'm still willing to help police, if that’s what they
want,” Mrs. Allison said.

The woman, who has been on several national tele-
vision programs and the subject of numerous maga-
zine articles, said Washoe investigators have not yet
contacted her directly about the case.

Mathews said he still may consider contacting the
woman, but noted he is not “excited about psy-
chics.”

The Reno Gazette-Journal interviewed the woman
on the case in mid-November and the newspaper
gave information from her statements to Mills
sheriff’s chief criminal deputy.

Lane, Washoe's district attorney-elect, gave detec-
tives the information, which Mrs. Allison said
included the name of at least one of two people she
says killed the woman.

Investigators across the country say the housewife
has found scores of missing bodies and given investi-
gators information that eventually helped identify,
apprehend and convict murderers.

A feature movie is being planned on her life and a
book, *“Dorothy Allison — A Psychic Story’’ was pub-
lished in 1980 about dozens of cases she has hel ped
solve. By one policeman’s account, in about 8,000
crime cases she has quickly given vital informa-
tion “from the top of her head,” that frustrated
detectives often had been seeking for months.

Mrs. Allison said that if detectives seek more of her
assistance in the Jane Doe case, the unidentified
woman'’s killers “‘definitely will be apprehended.”

“Idon’t care where they are, where they have lived
or if they have moved,”" Mrs. Allison said in a tele-
phone interview. ‘T will go after a killer until 1 get
him. I love to catch them.”

The woman had said that the first week in Decem-
ber would be important for detectives in the case. But
Mathews said there have been no major develop-
ments he knows about.

The psg:hlc had said *‘December and January are
going to be the months for this case.’”

Mathews said detectives still have not found solid
leads since hikers found the body July 17 in a rugged
area of Sheep Flat on the Lake Tahoe side of the
Mount Rose summit. She was shot once in the back
of the head, investigators said

“‘We're not naive enough to disgard any informa-
tion that comes to us™ on a investigation, “particu-
larly on a homicide case,”” Mathews said. “‘We follow
up on any information we get. We'd be derelict in our
duties if we didn’t

“We've put an awful lot of work on this case,”
Mathews said. *‘We're awful disappointed we haven't
come up with anything.”
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From page 3D

near two church steeples and two bridges — only one
of them for cars — and that the body would be found
by the letters M-A-R. About two years later, children
playing in a shipyard found the body on Staten
Island, New York, in a place of the exact descrip-
tion Mrs. Allison gave.

I '/A New Jersey businessman disappeared after
boarding a train. Police were skeptical when Mrs.
Allison said the man had drowned. According to
police records from when the woman made a state-
ment, she said ‘‘1 also see a row of automobile tires,
two guys and an archer.”

A few months later, a man shooting arrows disco-
vered the body in the Passaic River next to a row of
tires — across from a Two Guys department store.

The magazines tell of dozens of other cases, all
after her quest began when she awakened from a ter-
rifying dream on Dec. 3, 1967.

She had envisioned a young boy dead in a drain
pipe connected with a shallow pond. The boy wore a
polo shirt and his shoes were on the wrong feet.

The vision haunted the woman until she finally told
police, who had been frustrated in attempts to find
5-year-old Michael Kurchics.

Police were skeptical of her story, but checked into
the woman'’s leads after several attempts to find the
body failed. A policeman went to the place Mrs. Alli-
son described and discovered the body in a drain
pipe.
The boy's shoes were on the wrong feet and he wore
a polo shirt.

Since that incident 15 years ago, police throughout
America have been in Mrs. Allison’s small house
almost daily, asking for help in homicide investiga-
tions. Dozens of detectives — many who previously
had not believed in her ability — have sworn her
statements were vital in crime investigations.

Sal Lubertazzi, a police detective in Mrs. Allison’s
hometown, is her liaison with the public, screening
dozens of telephone calls and letters each week from
bereaved relatives and police. Lubertazzi says he has
documented more than 8,000 cases in which she has
assisted.

After she agreed to help in the Mount Rose case,
Mrs. Allison continued to emphasize her statements
on the slaying — including the name she says belongs
to one of the killers — were ‘‘absolutely correct” and
that she has the credentials to back her up.

Indeed, police in almost every state have presented
her with citations of merit, some accompanied by
sworn statements from detectives testifying her abil-
ities have been helpful.

“‘My walls are wallpapered with all the honors I've
received,” said Mrs. Allison. “But, I'm not a public-
ity hound. I'm just trying to help.”

The woman noted she is ‘““an honorary member of
police departments all over this country. I've got
badges from almost every state.”

Despite her confidence, some police say she has
been wrong at least once. Atlanta, Ga., officials have
said she provided little help in an investigation into
deaths of more than 20 black children. The woman
disputes that, saying she gave police the last name of
Wayne Williams, a man eventually convicted in some
of the killings.

Mrs. Allison and some police also note that she
sometimes gets her ‘‘signals” crossed. Investigators
are cautioned to use her statements carefully.

For example, while working on the ‘“‘Son of Sam”
multiple killings she was correct in telling police the
killer would be a former police trainee and an
adopted son. But she was wrong when saying the
killer's name was ‘‘Plummer’ and that he drove a
yellow car.

The same day she gave that incorrect statement, a
taxi driver named Plummer was slain in New York
City while he drove a Yellow Cab, according to the
New York Times.
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Shooting victim still unidentified

Investigators still have been unable
to determine the identity of a woman'’s
body found fatally shot in the back of
the head July 17 on Mount Rose.

‘““We have no good leads. We just
have nothing,’”’ said Mills Lane,
Washoe sheriff’s chief criminal dep-
uty.

Lane said information on the slaying
and composite sketches of the woman
have been sent to more than 300 police
agencies in the West.

The chief said several investigators
have studied copies of the victim'’s fin-

gerprints in an unsuccessful attempt to

match them with identity records.
“We haven’t given up,”’ said Lane,

adding that investigators probably will

" have a better chance of developing a

list of possible suspects if they deter-
mine who the woman was.

The victim was described as in her
mid 20s to mid 30s, 5 feet 5 inches tall,
112 pounds, with brown or hazel eyes
and brown hair worn in a bun,
Mathews said she had an abdominal
scar, had given birth at least once and
had a vaccination scar on her upper
left arm.
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From page 1C

tacted “‘all law enforcement agen-
cies”’ throughout the country in
the investigation. ‘‘Everyone is
cooperating with us. We are
exchanging information,” but
have been unsuccessful in obtain-
ing solid leads.

Lane and Barnes both said the
woman probably did not live in the
Reno area because she most likely
would have been identified by
now.

“Of course, the possibility
always exists’’ that she could have
lived in this area, said Barnes,
adding detectives found nothing at
the scene ‘‘that would assist us at
this point’ in learning where she
lived.

The sergeant declined to say
whether investigators believe the
fully clothed woman was slain
where the body was found or if she
had been killed somewhere else

JANE DOE
Identity still a mystery

before being taken there. He also
refused to say what caliber
weapon was used.

He said no purse was found with
the body and there were no pagers
or sales receipts indicating where
she may have been.

“The body was in plain view, if
you happened to have been in the
area,” Barnes said. “The body
was not visible from the roadway,
but if you were in that area it
would have been in plain view.”

He said Mount Rose is not con-
sidered a dumping ground for
murder victims. “In fact, it’s a
pretty heavily traveled area.”

The detective said investigators
also found nothing to indicate ille-
gal drugs were involved. ‘‘Again,
until we find out who is responsi-
ble, we don’t know."”

Barnes said he did not know how
long the woman had been dead
before she was found — “I think
she was there for no longer than
several days, probably less. But
not a very long time frame.”
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From page 1D

Bill Mathews said they do not believe statements
from psychics are helpful in investigations. But Lane
said he will have a detective “‘look into” Mrs. Alli-
son’s statements because investigators have been
unable to discover solid leads.

Lane and local detectives emphasized they are not
familiar with Mrs. Allison’s credentials. And Lane
said it's still too early to tell whether her statements
will be helpful.

But Mrs. Allison, who does not charge for her ser-
vices while usually working only for police and some-
times the press, said she’s certain the statements will
be helpful and that investigators may eventually seek
more of her assistance.

While making telephone statements on th e,
Mrs. Allison said her visions were like “seeing a
movie in my head.”” Whatever the visions look like,
many of them in other cases have been right on
target, according to several national magazines,
including “‘People” and *‘Reader’s Digest."

Mrs. Allison said her visions on the Jane Doe case
are strong as ever.

She said the slaying is one of her more intriguing
cases. She believes two people shot the victim
because she threatened to reveal contents of a “spe-
cial” document and ‘‘something concerning a rela-
tive.”

Mrs. Allison does not envision what was in the doc-
ument, but says she believes the victim had threa-
tened to reveal its contents. “'That's exactly what she
was going to do and she made no bones about it.”

Reno Gazette-Journal
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One of the killers or the victim had “‘something
wrong'' with his or her ankles, Mrs. Allison said,
adding that a rope may have been involved.

The vietim was slain inside a car, according to
Mrs. Allison. But detectives have said they believe
she was killed where the body was found

Mrs. Allison said that after Jane Doe was slain, the
assailants “‘dumped’’ the body in the wilderness

‘The woman also gave a relatively uncommon sur-
name she says belongs to one of the killers. The Reno
Gazette-Journal will not publish the name because of
possible legal complications unless there is an arrest
and conviction

Before Mrs. Allison discussed the case, she said
she only wanted to know where and when the body
was found. She said dates and specific times
including birthdays — are extremely helpful. “I don’t
know why, but when I look at numbers something
just clicks," she said.

Mrs. Allison also gave a common four-letter first
name she says belongs to one of the killers. She said
it's either his first name or part of his surname

The psychic described in detail and gave the name
of a local lounge she believes Jane Doe visited before
she was killed.

The reporter found a local lounge with the same
name. He believes the business and its sign were
exactly as described by Mrs. Allison, who said she is
not familiar with Reno.

She also said that before Jane Doe died she was
driven past a local civic headquarters, which had a
large parking lot filled with cars.

The woman gave other details she says are integral
to the case and should not he released to the public.
Some of her statements that can be released
include:

The victim had been at Reno Cannon Interna-
tional Airport within two days of when she was
found

The main killer still lives in the Reno area and
does not believe he will be apprehended. The killer is
extremely intelligent and probably would be ‘‘the
last person you ever would suspect.”

There is something interesting in this case Mrs
Allison has almost never seen before. **Almost every-
thing comes in twos there could be two bars.
There could be two brothers who did the killing .
Look for doubles and possibly twins.”

Look for the word “twin'' and “everything could be
in doubles. That could mean there was another body
that was found.”

The word “bell” is important and will be noticed
more than once

Mrs. Allison said investigators “are going to get a
lot of information the first week of December on this
case — on this one in particular. A lot of things are to
come around on that time. December and January
are going to be the months for this case.”

She also said there is “'something to do with like,
ahhh, again I get cars from this lady, Whether there’s
a car salesman involved or whatever, I don't know
But I get something I get something with cars . .
though T feel she was murdered in the car to begin
with."

Mrs. Allison said skeptics who think this informa-
tion on Jane Doe is hogwash should consider at least
a few of her previous cases documented in national
magazines under sworn testimony from police:

After 14-year-old Susan Jacobson disappeared in
1976, Mrs. Allison said the girl would be found dead

Please see PSYCHIC, page 12D
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Jane Doe buried without funeral

Puzzled lawmen
still seek clues in
woman'’s slaying
By WAYNE MELTON

An unidentified woman found shot to
death on Mount Rose in July has been
buried without a funeral while frustrated
detectives still try to learn her name.

She had been shot in the back of the
head in what investigators say might
have been an execution-style slaying.
Hikers found her body July 17 in an iso-
lated area of Sheep Flat on the Lake
Tahoe side of the summit,

Grave diggers were the only people
present when they recently buried “Jane
Doe’” at Our Mother of Sorrows Cemetery
north of Reno, according to the Ross-
Burke & Knobel Mortuary,

The burial cost the Washoe County Wel-
fare Department about $800, which paid
for all services including labor, transpor-

tation and the casket, according to a
funeral home spokesman.

He said no local churches were asked to
attend the burial because unidentified
bodies in Washoe County are not usually
buried with a Christian service or eulo-

are provided, said one funeral official

Lynne lacono, organizer of the Reno
area chapter of Parents of Murdered
Children, said she was disappointed that
officials did not put a public notice in the

per saying the victim was going to be

uried.

““They should have, so those who would
have wanted to attend could,” said Mrs
Tacono, whose group gives moral support
to relatives of murder victims

“Just ause she was not identified,
doesn’t mean people would stay away
from the funeral,” she said. “I know 1
would have attended.”

Vern McCarty, Washoe County’s coro-
ner, said the law requires that he wait at
least 10 days before having an unidenti-
fied body buried, but that he decided to

wait more than one month to see if it
would be claimed. He said the body was
embalmed several days before burial.

The law also says unidentified bodies
must be buried rather than cremated,
although cremation probably would cost
less than half as much, according to
funeral officials.

McCal';‘v1 said he used the name Jane
Doe on the death certificate because a
health ordinance requires he use that
name for unidentified dead women.

Jane, an attractive woman of about 30
years old, had given birth to at least one
child, according to McCarty. He said she
had stretch marks on her lower stomach
area and a scar indicating she had under-
gone a Caesarean section.

Sheriff's deputies described her as
about 5 feet 5 inches tall and 112 pounds,
with brown eyes and her brown hair worn
in a bun. She was wearing a powder blue
sleeveless T-shirt, blue jeans, white ten-
nis shoes and a one-piece, laced swim
suit.

Miss Doe had received ‘‘good quality
gold dental work,” indicating she proba-

bly lived in at least a middle class family,
McCarty said.

Although the woman left the world with
little fanfare, Washoe sheriff’s detectives
say they continue to work hard on the
case.

Investigators have been especially per-
plexed because they usually are a{le to
learn names of unidentified bodies soon
after they are found.

McCarty said only two other fatality
victims have remained unidentified since
1979 — a robber killed in 1980 after he held
up a Sparks bank, and a man found float-
n;ggin the Truckee River near Reno in
1

_ Mills Lane, Washoe sheriff’s chief crim-
inal deputy, said -investigators probably
will have a difficult time tracking down
the woman’s killer unless they can learn
her identity.

*‘We have no idea in the world” who the
woman may be, said sheriff’s Sgt. Glen
Barnes, a homicide detective in charge of
the investigation.

The sergeant said his office has con-

Please see DOE, page 2C
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By LOUISE COOK/ The AP
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